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BIXS(Beef InfoXchange System) was founded in 2008 to support the Canadian Beef Advantage 

branding initiative. It was free, voluntary and confidential for cow-calf producers, feedlots and 

packers, processors and distributors to share relevant production, performance, health, genetic, 

and carcass data  funded by government.  

BIXSco Inc. was formed in early 2015 and took over management of the BIXS data system, 

working toward developing a business model for information sharing across the beef value 

chains. The following model is developing - whoever enters information into BIXS owns it and 

whoever wants the information pays for it, with BIXSco charging modest transaction fees to 

keep the system afloat.   

In the past Packers were paid for carcass data, provided by government funding.  This enabled 

producers to receive this information back at no charge simply by enrolling on BIXS, and age 

verifying their cattle. The flow of carcass data ended when the grant funding expired Jan. 1, 

2013.  

The McDonald's verified sustainable beef pilot project utilized BIXS to track the chain of 

custody from cow-calf producers, to the feedlots, to the Cargill and JBS plants in Alberta. They 

supply trim to the patty plant at Spruce Grove, which supplies all of the patties for McDonald's 

burgers in Canada. 

Cargill and JBS willingly shared chain of custody information free of charge and BIXS 

demonstrated that the web-based system can effectively track chain of custody. Eight million 

pounds of hot-carcass weight were represented in the project data with 300,000 pounds of it 

going into the McDonald's system to account for approximately 2.4 million burgers from a fully 

verified sustainable supply chain.  

BIXSco now has a signed agreement with Cargill for carcass data from its plants at High River, 

Alta. and Guelph, Ont., from the start of 2013 onward and is holding that information in trust to 

protect Cargill's privacy until at least one other packers is on board. Negotiations for carcass data 

from JBS at Brooks, Alta., are underway and meetings are being held with Harmony Beef, the 

plant just north of Calgary. 

BIXS is a neutral third-party to facilitate information sharing, identified by the Canadian 

Roundtable on Sustainable Beef as a pillar of sustainability.  BIXS can be used to verify chain of 

custody, track records for branded programs and feature programs that producers follow on the 

farm, such as VBP+, the feedlot animal care program, as well as general management practices, 

genetic and production records.  

This is our opportunity for Canada's beef industry as we have the tools to validate what we do. 

Canada Beef has done a great job creating the global brand for Canadian beef, now we just need 



to verify the practices backing the brand with BIXS.  Visit the new BIXS website:   

www.bixsco.com or the BIXS TV channel on YouTube. 
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